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The Wheel Deal
Do you like to ride your bike? Ryan 
Campagnola from Waterloo, Ontario, sure 
does! When Ryan heard that his mom was 
going to join a bike-a-thon and raise money 
for International Teams for Refugees, he felt 
God calling him to get involved too. At first 
Ryan’s mom said no, but when Ryan got up 
at 7:00 one morning and 
biked around his street 
700 times, his mom 
was convinced Ryan 
was serious!

To prepare for the 
bike-a-thon Ryan 
ran and biked in his 
neighborhood in the 
weeks leading up to the 
big day. It wasn’t always easy, 
but God took care of Ryan. Once when he got 
bored and wanted to stop, God sent a neighbor 
outside to bike with him! On the day of the 
bike-a-thon God gave Ryan the strength he 
needed to bike 25K (15½ miles). Ryan raised $375 
to help refugees who come to Canada as well as 
those who are living in Europe and East Africa. 

Ryan believes that kids can make a real 
difference in the world. Raising money, 
making a petition, or sending a note to 
someone to let them know you care are 
just some of the ways he says kids can help 
others. As for Ryan, he plans to begin training 
for the next bike-a-thon, where he hopes to 
bike 50K (31 miles)!  

God’s Creation is so big and 
full of marvelous things that no 
amusement park can compare. 
The stories and activities in this 
magazine will help connect you 
to a few things in our world and 
to the One who made it.

Hop aboard and enjoy!

Give yourself a point for each 
activity from this magazine  
you do.

0-1 point: You must be very 
busy—but maybe you have a 
minute to pet a dog.

2-4 points: You should have 
an extra smile or two this 
month.

5-7 points: Way to go! You’re 
learning and enjoying more 
about God and creation.

8-10 points: You’re an awesome 
adventurer, friend, and family 
member.

Refugees: 
People who 

have lost their 
homes because 
of disasters or 

dangers.

“Turn to page 
5 for other cool 
ways you can help 
people . . . ”
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Ryan
Birthdate: 

January  23, 
1994

Home: Waterloo,  
Ontario

family: Mom, 
Dad, brother 
and a sister

Pets:  dog, 
Dickens, and a 
bunny, Carmel

Hobbies: biking, 
reading, 
playing on 
the computer, 
talking on 
MSN, and 
running 
long-distance 
(cross-
country)



read Genesis 
1-2:3.

Make a word 
or picture list 
of what God 
made each 
day.

Family 
scavenger 
Hunt! Find one 
household 
object for each 
letter of the 
word Genesis.

read Psalm 
100:1-2.

sing a joyful 
song together!

Count stars 
instead of 
sheep tonight 
if it’s clear! 
Look at the sky 
and see what 
you can find!

read Genesis 
1:20-2:22.

think of one 
animal for 
each alphabet 
letter.

Family survey 
day! What 
creation are 
you most 
thankful for?

read Psalm 
100:1-3.

draw a picture 
of your family 
and write, 
“We belong to 
God” on it!

God’s food is 
delicious and 
nutritious! Buy 
and try a new 
fruit or veggie 
today!

read Genesis 
2:4-25.

Play outside! 
Go on a nature 
walk! enjoy 
God’s creation!

God designed 
people! tell 
each family 
member at 
least one thing 
you love about 
them.

read Psalm 
100:1-4.

List seven 
things you’re 
thankful for. 
thank God in 
prayer.

take a break 
from work. 
Play a game, 
read aloud, or 
share a joke.

read Genesis 
3.

Cut an apple in 
half crosswise. 
What promise 
can you see in 
the shape? 

read Matthew 
2:9 

Family Game 
night! Play 
simon says 
together.

Care for 
creation. 
adopt an 
area in your 
neighborhood 
and pick up 
litter. start 
today!

read Psalm 
100:1-5.

reread it, 
skip some 
words. Family 
members 
can shout 
out what’s 
missing!

Cut out and hang on your fridge!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

FAMILY ACTIVITY CALENDAR
Fun ideas for you and your family to try!



What if animals were made before they had plants to eat? Or people were made 
before land? It’s a good thing God had a plan, and God created everything 
according to that plan! Isn’t it great to know God has a plan for your life too?

Put the following things in the order God created them in the spaces below:

Animals and people
Sun, moon, and stars
Fish and birds
Light
Sky
Land, oceans, and plants

Order Please!
[ i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e ]

1 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

2 ___ ___ ___

3 ___ ___ ___ ___,  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___,  ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ __

4 ___ ___ ___,  ___ ___ ___ ___,  ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

5 ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

6 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Unscramble the circled letters to finish this sentence:

Creation was ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___’  ___ ___ ___ ___! 
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Hands and Feet 
for Creation
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God needs YoU to help take care of creation. try some of these ideas at home:

ask a parent if 
you can walk 
instead of asking 
for a ride.

turn off the 
water when 
brushing your 
teeth.

Give your old clothes and 
toys away to someone who 
can use them.

Use paper on 
both sides and 
recycle it when 
you’re done.

Free toys from fast food places are fun, 
but do you ever think about the extra 
garbage they make? if you don’t think 
you’ll play with it, say no thanks!

What part of you do you use to learn more about creation? ◯ Mark the grid.

 Birds stars trees Water animals

Feet ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯

Hands ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯

nose ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯

eyes ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯

ears ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯	 ◯
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~ The Tales of Yanamari ~
THE INVITATION 

by Carol Reinsma

Red and purple lights burst 
out of the digital camera 
like fireworks, speckling 

the darkness under the bed.

Ramon did not see the sparks. 
He did not know that something 
brilliant and unusual was 
happening underneath him.

Five minutes earlier, he had 
thrust the camera under the 
wooden slats of his bed. It slid 
across the hard-packed dirt floor 
into the dark corner of spiders.

How could this camera be 
his going-away gift from the 
American lady, Jayne, who’d 
promised so much more?

The memory of her arrival in his 
village last month now turned 
bitter like the water in the 
shallow well.

It was true, she had taught his 
mother to boil the water before 
giving it to his baby sister, 
Deepa, which seemed to help 
Deepa’s stomach pains. And 
every day Jayne repeated, “Ami 
Bangladeshi bhalobashi.” But if 
she really loved Bangladesh and 
his people, why did she leave?

Ramon tried to push away 
all memories of Jayne, but 
the harder he tried, the more 
they flooded into his head. He 
remembered the sunny day when 
she had first brought out the 

camera, taking a picture of him 
with his best friend, Totul.
“Ramon and Toe-tool,” she’d 
said, trying very hard to say 
Totul’s name the way he wanted 
it. They giggled at seeing their 
faces reflected back on the 
camera screen. It was as if he and 
Totul were stars on the television 
set they had seen when on 
holiday in the city.
Besides teaching the mothers 
how to feed their babies so 
they’d gain weight and grow 
healthy, Jayne joined the women 
in basket-making, including the 
gathering, sorting, and drying of 
reeds under the hot sun.
One afternoon, Ramon noticed 
beads of moisture trickling down 
Jayne’s pink cheeks. Wanting to 
please her, he scrambled up the 
coconut tree, hacked off a fat green 
nut, and sent it tumbling to the 
ground. He shimmied down the 
tree and split it open so that she 
could drink the cool liquid.
She laughed as the juice dribbled 
down her chin. “You were like 
a monkey climbing that tree,” 
she said. “Thank you. This is 
wonderful.”
Then, two days ago, she’d 
announced that she must leave. 
While eating rice from his bowl, 
Ramon had dared to put his head 
on her shoulder. “I wish you could 
be my grandmother,” he said.

“Me too,” she answered. “But 
I must move on. Don’t be sad 
though. I have a going-away 
surprise for you.”
He didn’t sleep all night, 
wondering what that surprise 
could be. He recalled the stories 
about her country, a wonderful 
place where people had multi-
roomed houses, banquets of food 
every day, and music to surround 
them wherever they went. What 
if, yes, what if her surprise was 
to give him a home in this 
wonderful land of riches? Before 
the sun rose, Ramon thought of 
himself as a stranger in his own 
land.
When she pressed the camera 
into his hands, she said, “You will 
learn much and become wise.”
He couldn’t stop the smile that 
twitched on his face. Patiently he 
held the camera while she said 
goodbye to the others, glad that 
she trusted him to hold it until 
leaving time. Her white motorized 
van came, she climbed aboard, 
waved, and the door closed. 
Ramon stood holding the camera. 
After standing still as a statue for 
five minutes, Totul came up to 
him. “What was your surprise?”
“The camera. But without 
electricity to charge the battery, 
it’s worse than nothing at all.”
“We could sell it before it goes 
dead,” Totul said. “Banna is easy 

6 | Guess What! | Number 23



© 2006, Carol Reinsma. Used by 
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to fool and he has ten poisha 
coins buried in the ground.”

“No. Spreading misfortune won’t 
make it better.”

The next three days, Ramon 
worked with Father, swiftly and 
silently cutting down stalks full 
with ripened rice; rice that would 
go to the landlord with just 
enough left to feed Ramon and 
his family until the next crop.

On the fourth day, Totul came to 
the field. “Banna says he doesn’t 
care if the camera is dead, he’ll 
give you a Coke for it.”

A cola sounded refreshing after 
the long hours of harvesting. 
Besides, he’d share it with Totul 
and they’d laugh until it was 
time to work again.

Ramon ran to his hut and 
crawled under the bed to fetch 
the camera. It should have enough 
power left for me to see my picture 
one more time, he thought.

He pressed the raised silver 
button. Nothing. He tried again, 
holding it down longer this time. 
A bright light flashed, exploding 
the room with a yellow cast. As 
he stared at the screen, a golden 
face appeared. The eyes peering 
back into his were as green as 
emeralds. Under the eyes, a 
scattering of small ruby-like 
triangles flickered. Above the 
eyes, the brows shifted slightly 

as if they were hairy caterpillars 
waking from a nap on a golden 
leaf. Surrounding the face, 
were flame-like points that 
shimmered and glowed.
Never had he seen anything 
so powerful and frightening. 
He feared the face would burn 
through the camera and scorch 
his hand.
Danger signals screamed inside 
him to toss down the camera, 
but then the face faded away into 
a field of orange marigolds.
He relaxed. Then he stared again. 
Now a small ape appeared in the 
screen. A hoolock gibbon? Even 
though Bangladesh was home 
to these small apes with dark 
coloring and white eyebrows, they 
were almost extinct and rarely 
seen.
The gibbon, swinging in a tree 
and singing, called out, “Ow-wa, 
ow-wa, come, come, come. Ow-
wa, ow-wa. Woop, woop, woop.”
Was the gibbon calling to him? 
Cautiously, Ramon aimed his 
finger toward the screen.
The moment his finger 
connected, long thread-like 
sensations streaked over his body, 
and then, like a banana being 
stripped of its peel, he felt his 
flesh falling away and his bones 
melting into nothingness.

To be continued...
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Never had 
he seen 
anything 
so powerful 
and 
frightening.



➊ Find ten things God 
made when he created 
the world.

➋ Find ten things God 
didn’t make when he 
created the world.

Ten things God created: tree, sun, 
Adam, Eve, fish, lion, sheep, water, 
flowers,  butterfly

Ten things God didn’t create: cell 
phone, lights, football, umbrella, 
backpack, iPod, sunglasses, trash 
can, pillow, pop cans
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Mud Puddles
[ c o l l e c t ]

Utensils
Large microwave bowl
Measuring cups
Stirring spoons
Waxed paper

Ingredients
½ cup (125 mL) butter or  
    margarine
½ cup (125 mL) milk
2 cups (500 mL) sugar
½ (125 mL) cup cocoa
2½ cups (675 mL) rolled oats

[ c o n c o c t ]

➊ In a large microwaveable 
bowl, mix butter, milk, cocoa, 
and sugar.

➋ Microwave on high for 3 
minutes.

➌ Take bowl out of microwave. 
Stir.

➍ Put bowl back into 
microwave. Microwave on high 
for 2 more minutes. Remove 
bowl from microwave and add 
oats. Stir.

➎ Drop by spoonfuls onto 
waxed paper.

➏ Let cool. Enjoy!

Play it safe: 
Always work in the 

kitchen with an adult 
present. Ask for help 

when using the 
microwave or stove.

Something Fishy
[ c o l l e c t ]

Utensils
Large clear bowl
Spoon

Ingredients
1 package blue Jell-O
hot water
gummy fish

[ c o n c o c t ]

➊ Mix the Jell-O according to 
the package directions.

➋ Once Jell-O has set slightly 
(about 1½ hours), stir in the 
gummy fish.

➌ Refrigerate until completely 
set.

➍ Go fishing!

If you use a clear bowl, you’ll 
get a better view of the fish.
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God 
Makes 
People
You read to me.

 And I’ll read to you.

In the beginning God did create  

a beautiful world; in fact, it was GREAT!

 But God didn’t stop there, God wasn’t done.  

 Something was missing . . . or maybe SOMEONE!

So God  reached down and scooped dust from the land, 

molded and shaped it, breathing life into man.

 God named the man  “Adam” and showed him around. 

 God gave Adam a job—to care for the grounds.

God told Adam, “Help yourself to each tree 

except the one in the middle—it belongs to me.”

 Adam met all the animals, one by one; 

 God let him name them—that must have been fun.

Adam kept busy, but God knew he felt alone, 

So God created woman, using one of Adam’s bones.

 When Adam met Eve, it was love at first sight. 

 Created by God, Eve was just right!

So Adam and Eve, husband and wife, 

lived in Eden with God, the giver of life.

 That’s the story found in Genesis 2.

You heard it from me!

 And I heard it from you!

Here’s a poem that’s 
lots of fun when it’s 
read by more than 
one! Let’s share 
a story found in 
Genesis 2.
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F A M I LY  W o R S h I p

During this devotion you’ll be listening 
to music. If your CD player is in a cozy 
place, consider staying there for the rest 
of the devotional.

listen to part of a song from the radio 
or a CD. As you listen, shout out the 
names of the different instruments you 
can hear. How many singing voices did 
you hear?

Psalm 148 is a prayer of praise in which 
all parts of creation come together to 
praise God. As you listen to this psalm, 
count how many created things are in 
this symphony of praise.

Read Psalm 148.
If your kids are young and have shorter 
attention spans, read one section of this 
passage.

• How many created things did you 
count?

• Why do you think every created 
thing wants to praise God?

• Are there any things for which you 
would like to praise God?

Like all the instruments in a song, 
all parts of creation work together 
to praise God in different ways. How 
many different ways can you praise 
God?

Symphony of Praise

Praise god together right now using 
one of the ways you mentioned. Or 
use one of the following ideas:

• Draw a picture. Illustrate the passage 
or your family in praise.

• Sing a song. Choose a favorite song 
of praise to sing together.

• Rewrite the psalm. Include names of 
family members or other created 
things praising God.

• Praise prayer. Join hands and 
invite each person to praise God 
for something as you pray, gently 
squeezing the hand of the next 
person to signal their turn.

God, you are awesome! You made 
an amazing world, and today we 
want to praise you! We praise you 
for _______________________. 
We love you, Lord. Thanks for 
loving us. Amen.
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The Day Sin Came In
Genesis 3, A Birds-Eye View

[Setting: Tree in the middle of the Garden 
of Eden]

Jay: Hey, Robin, got any berries? My 
stomach keeps growling.

Robin: Shhhh!

Jay: [whispering] I can’t help it! Pass me a 
berry and it’ll stop the rumbling!

Robin: No, quit talking! I’m trying to 
hear what that snake is telling Eve.

Jay:  Big deal. All the animals talk to Eve. 
Now if you don’t mind, I’m going to go 
grab a berry.

Robin:  No! Don’t do it!

Jay:  Aw, come on Robin, I’m starving!

Robin:  Not you—I mean Eve! That 
snake just told Eve if she eats from the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
she’ll be like God!

Jay:  Wow! Cool! Wait—that‘s not true, is 
it?

Robin:  Of course not! No one can be as 
great as God! Besides, God said if they ate 
from that tree, they would die!

Jay:  Well, then I got bad news for 
Adam—’cause I just saw Eve take a bite 
of the fruit!

Robin:  Wait! Now I see Eve talking 
to Adam. She probably realizes she 
shouldn’t have disobeyed God and is 
telling Adam not to listen to the snake.

Jay:  Uh . . . Robin? I don’t think that’s 
what she said . . . ’cause Adam just took a 
bite too!
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[Later . . .]

Jay:  Hey, looking at the walking plant! It just 
ran behind those bushes!

Robin:  That’s no walking plant! Adam and Eve 
are wearing clothes made out of leaves, and 
now they’re trying to hide from God.

Jay:  Those  two ought to be ashamed of 
themselves!

Robin:  I think they are. Look, here comes God.

Jay:  God will never find them; they really blend 
in with those bushes.

Robin:  God doesn’t have to find them, Jay. God 
knows everything, remember? Look, they’re 
coming out. There’s that slimy snake too!

Jay:  Hey, are they playing a game? Why are 
they all taking turns pointing at each other?

Robin:  They’re playing a game, all right. The 
blame game.

Jay:  Cool, can I play?

Robin:  No, you birdbrain! They ’re each blaming 
the other instead of taking responsibility for 
disobeying God.

Jay:  Wow, they sure spoiled everything, didn’t 
they?

Robin:  You can say that again!

Jay:  Wow, they sure spoil—hey, where are they 
going?

Robin:  God told them they have to leave the 
garden. God also said there are going to be 
some big changes in the way they live from 
now on.

Jay:  Those two are hopeless!

Robin:  Well, they would be—except I heard 
God promise that someday a child would be 
born who would crush that evil snake!

Jay:  Good thing God never gives up on the 
world! Could you believe that snake trying 
to worm his way into God’s creation? Hey, 
speaking of worms . . .

Unit 1 Year 1 | Guess What! | 13



Going Wild
Grab your family and get outside! 
Explore God’s great outdoors with one 
of these activities.

Sock Walk
Cover your shoes with old socks, stroll 
through the woods, and find out what 
your feet bring home!

Creation Collage
As you walk, collect pieces of nature 
and create a collage when you get 
home. Tip: Press flowers and leaves on a 
piece of paper between two heavy books 
and use them to decorate homemade 
cards.

Nature Wristband
Wrap a piece of masking tape, sticky 
side out, around your wrist. As you 
walk, look for little bits of nature 
(leaves, grass, flowers, seeds) that you 
can stick to your wristband.

Sound Collage
Object of the game: Make and identify 
animal sounds.

Directions: Have everyone in your 
family or group think of an animal 
sound.

At a given signal, have everyone make 
their sound. After a minute, have 
everyone stop and guess the sounds 
made by the others.

14 | Guess What! | Unit 1 Year 1
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You know it’s important to study the 
Bible as a family, but let’s face it—
between work, school, and carpools 
it’s hard enough to grab a nutritious 
meal, not to mention open the Bible! 
Often, families get so bogged down 
trying to find that perfect devotional 
time that they give up trying. The great 
news is, God is with you wherever you 
go! Read on for some practical ideas to 
keep your family connected to God on 
those hectic days.

Change the Scenery
Family devotions don’t have to occur 
around the dinner table. Take turns 
having them in different bedrooms, sit 
outside, build a fort and crawl inside, 
sing a song to God while driving home 
from soccer, point out God’s awesome 
creation as you walk, and pray a 
thanksgiving prayer when you get 
home!

Remove Distractions
Make the most of the time you have 
by turning off technology and turning 
on the answering 
machine. Show 
kids the time you 
spend together 
learning about 
God is important!

Divide and 
Conquer!
Circle a date 
on your family 
calendar. Invite 
each family 
member to sign 
up for whatever 

( F o R  p A R E N T S )

Master the Moments
for Our Master

they’d like to bring to your “potluck” 
devotions.

Choices: Choose a Bible story or verse to 
read, select a song to sing, plan to pray, 
provide a snack to eat, gather prayer 
requests, draw and bring 
a picture of a Bible story 
to share, and so on.

Seize the moment.
Ever had a child ask you 
a jaw-dropping question 
from the backseat of 
the car? Kids know how to seize the 
moment! Be aware of the teachable 
moments God provides you with every 
day. Comment on the colors of nature 
you see out your window and thank 
God for them together. Pray together 
before a big test or let your child know 
you’re praying for him or her. See a 
mover’s truck? Remind kids how great 
it is to know God is with us wherever 
we go!

by Karen De Boer

Check out 
family 

Worship on 
page 11.
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Ape IDs
God’s imagination for creation 
is wild and amazing. And 
it’s organized too! The great 
variety of animals can be 
grouped into categories. 
Apes are a species within the 
order of primates, but they 
are different from monkeys, 
who are also primates. Apes 
lack tails, use all their limbs to 
move, and have vegetarian 
diets. Most live in Africa or 
Asia.

Look at the apes on this page. 
Label each ape’s ID card using 
the names from the list below. 
The information on the cards 
will help you.

Orangutan 
Chimpanzee 
Gibbon 
Gorilla

Answers to Ape ID
1. Gibbon 
2. Chimpanzee
3. Gorilla
4. Orangutan

Answers to Order Please!
1. Light 
2. Sky
3. Land, oceans, and plants
4. Sun, moon, and stars
5. Fish and birds
6. Animals and people.

Creation was  
LOOKIN’ GOOD!
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4. ______________________________

Is large but not as large as number 3.

Has long red hair.

Lives mostly in trees.

Is clumsy on the ground.

2. ______________________________

A great ape that is very intelligent.

Has been seen using sticks as tools.

Digs up ants and termites with the sticks.

Also seen using sticks to scare away 
intruders.

1. ______________________________

A small, long-armed, tree-dwelling ape.

Uses hands like hooks.

Swings arm over arm between branches.

Has one color of fur on body, another color 
around face.

The ape of this kind in the story on pages 6-7 has white 
eyebrows and is called “the singing ape.”

3. ______________________________

A large, gentle ape. (Not violent, as 

sometimes shown in the movies.)

Needs lots of food.

Spends most of the day finding food.

Females give birth to one baby at a time.
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